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CANADIAN  EXPORTS  OF  UNMANUFACTURED 
TOBACCO  LARGER  IN  1957 

Canadian  exports  of  unmanuf actured  tobacco  increased  from  30.2  million 
pounds  in  1956  to  37.1  million  in  1957 •    United  Kingdom  imports ,  which  had 
declined  to  21.5  million  pounds  in  1956,  rose  in  1957  to  26.9  million. 
Shipments  to  West  Germany  increased  from  1.5  million  pounds  in  1956  to  2.7 
million  in  1957  of  which  224,000  pounds  consisted  of  Burley  type. 

Exports  of  flue-cured  accounted  for  21.3  million  pounds  of  1957 
tobacco  shipments.    Most  of  these  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Australia, 
and  the  British  West  Indies,  although  West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  took 
substantial  quantities.     Shipments  to  Belgium,  Denmark,  Portugal,  and 
Sweden  were  significantly  larger  than  in  1956. 

Burley  exports  in  1957;  at  1.1  million  pounds,  declined  slightly  from 
those  of  1956,  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  West  Germany  taking  the  major 
portion. 

The  average  price  of  flue-cured  exports  in  1957  "was  about  59  •  7  U.  S. 
cents  per  pound,  but  ranged  from  22  to  62  cents .    Burley  leaf  exports  in 
1957  averaged  about  43.8  U.  S.  cents  per  pound. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:     Canada,  exports  by 
country  of  destination,  1955-57 


Country  of  destination 

1955 

,  1956 

:  1957  1/ 

1,000  pounds 

:  1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

United  Kingdom  

:        38,810  ' 

:  21,511 

:  26,860 

Australia  ; 

:  3,ooo 

:  1,751 

:  1,615 

Trinidad  

:  1,245 

:  1,1+00 

:  1,392 

Jamaica  * 

:  1,321 

:  1,510 

:  1,3*6 

Germany,  West  • 

:  826 

:  l,46l 

:  2,666 

Netherlands  j 

:           502  : 

1,239  : 

1,324 

United  States  - 

:  1,743 

:           144  : 

:  51 

Other  j 

:           933  : 

1,202  j 

1,867 

Total  : 

48,380  ; 

30,218  : 

37,H8 

%J  Preliminary 
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ECUADOR  PLANS  TO  ABOLISH 
TOBACCO  MONOPOLY 

The  Ecuadoran  Minister  of  Treasury  has  announced  that  the  decree  to 
eliminate  the  tobacco  monopoly  will  soon  he  ready  for  the  President. 
By  encouraging  domestic  production  the  government  hopes  to  reduce  leaf 
imports.    Also,  cigarette  manufacturers  will  have  to  use  at  least  20 
percent  of  domestic  leaf,  and  this  percentage  will  be  increased  yearly. 
Retail  prices  of  cigarettes  will  continue  to  be  controlled  by  the 
Ministry  of  Economy  and  are  not  to  be  raised  above  present  levels. 

PHILIPPINE  FLUE-CURED  CROP 
LARGER  IN  1957 

The  1957  crop  of  Virginia-type  tobacco  in  the  Philippine  Republic 
is  estimated  at  59  million  pounds,  of  which  about  80  percent,  or  k"J 
million  pounds,  was  flue -cured.    The  1956  Virginia-type  crop  was  kQ 
million  pounds,  of  which  about  3^  million  were  flue-cured.    The  official 
forecast  for  the  1958  crop  of  Virginia  is  68  million  pounds.  Estimates 
vary,  however,  from  55  to  80  million  pounds,  dependent  on  the  weather. 

The  lowest  estimate  is  more  than  double  domestic  requirements  and 
will  add  to  the  present  surplus.    Large  quantities  of  flue-cured  seed 
tobacco  continue  to  be  sun-dried,  as  construction  of  curing  barns  has 
not  kept  pace  with  the  expansion  of  tobacco  production. 

DUTCH-GERMAN  COOPERATION  IN  MANUFACTURE 
OF  HOMOGENIZED  CIGAR  BINDER 

One  of  the  largest  Dutch  producers  of  Sumatra  tobacco  in  Indonesia 
is  now  manufacturing  homogenized  cigar  binder  in  West  Germany  in  partner- 
ship with  a  group  of  German  cigar  manufacturers.    Much  of  the  tobacco 
to  be  used  in  the  binder  will  be  from  Germany  or  other  European  countries; 
cigar  manufacturers  will  thus  be  less  dependent  on  Indonesian  and  other 
tropical  binder  types. 

The  homogenized  binder  will  have  its  usual  advantages  of  adaptability 
to  machine  operations,  uniformity  of  quality,  and  dependability  of  supply. 
The  major  disadvantage  is  its  price — about  twice  that  of  Java  binder. 
Some  smokers  also  may  find  the  taste  too  strong.    Furthermore,  homogenized 
binder  is  a  manufactured  product  subject  to  high  tariffs.    This  makes  it 
expedient  to  manufacture  it  in  countries  where  it  is  to  be  used. 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  EXPECTS 
LARGER  TOBACCO  CROP 

The  1958  tobacco  crop  in  the  Dominican  Republic  is  expected  to  reach 
U9.6  million  pounds,  compared  with  U5.7  million  in  1957 .    Weather  for 
this  year's  crop  has  been  ideal  so  far,  and  if  it  continues,  production 
may  exceed  the  forecast. 
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In  an  effort  to  improve  tobacco  quality,  prior  to  planting  of  the 
1958  crop  the  Dominican  Department  of  Agriculture  issued  instructions 
on  cultivating  and  handling  methods.     Incentives  are  being  offered  to 
farmers  who  best  apply  these  improved  practices. 

During  1956,  33  »^  million  pounds  of  Criollo (export  type)  tobacco 
were  produced.    The  minimum  price  paid  to  farmers  for  Criollo  was  7*6 
U.  S.  cents  per  pound,  with  an  average  price  of  8.5  U.  S.  cents  for  the 
entire  crop.    Prices  increased  above  the  average  toward  the  end  of  sales 

FROST  CUTS  GREEK  TABLE 
OLIVE  PRODUCTION 

Greek  table  olive  producers  have  converted  more  than  half  of  their 
1957  crop  to  oil  rather  than  risk  further  deterioration  in  their  freeze - 
damaged  stocks.    The  1957  Greek  table  olive  pack,  first  estimated  at 
62,500  short  tons,  is  now  put  at  30,800  tons.    Average  output  (1950-5^) 
is  about  UU,000  tons,  30  percent  more  than  the  1957  pack.  Production 
during  1956  was  57,200  tons. 

AUSTRALIA  EXPECTS    LARGER  DRIED 
VINE-FRUIT  PACK  FOR  1958 

Australia's  1958  production  of  dried  vine  fruits  (sultanas,  currant 
and  raisins)  is  forecast  at  95,000  short  tons,  approximately  8  percent 
more  than  the  87,700-ton  volume  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  increases  are  expected  to  come  from  the  larger  sultana  pack-- 
70,200  tons  in  1957  and  forecast  at  76,000  tons  for  1958;  and  from 
currants --11, 300  tons  in  1957  and  expected  to  reach  li+,500  tons  in  1958. 
Raisin  production  is  expected  to  be  under  the  6,200-ton  volume  of  1957* 
Grower  prices  paid  by  the  fresh  trade  and  wineries  largely  determine  the 
volume  of  raisins  packed. 

On  January  1,  1958,  sultana  stocks  amounted  to  5,200  short  tons; 
currants,  1,100  tons;  and  raisins,  1,000  tons.    Sultana  exports,  princi- 
pally to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Canada,  were  35,800  tons  in  1956,  and 
55,300  tons  in  1957. 

Australian  dried  tree-fruit  production  during  1957,  at  about  ^,300 
short  tons,  was  much  smaller  than  the  5,900-ton  volume  of  the  previous 
season.    Dried  prunes  and  apricots  are  the  leading  items,  amounting  to 
2,700  and  1,100  tons,  respectively,  in  1957*    Dried  apricot  output  is 
expected  to  increase  slightly  in  1958.    Prune  production,  however,  is 
forecast  at  only  1,700  to  2,000  tons  for  1958. 

Prune  exports  declined  from  nearly  500  tons  in  1956  to  less  than 
100  tons  in  1957 •    Exports  for  1958  are  forecast  as  negligible.  Dried 
apricot  exports  in  1957,  at  nearly  k-00  tons,  are  expected  to  rise 
slightly  during  1958.    The  United  Kingdom  is  the  chief  market  for  dried 
apricots . 
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FINNISH  MARGARINE  PRODUCTION  GAINS 
IN  1957;  CAKE  AND  MEAL  UP  SHARPLY 

Finland  produced  about  39,000  short  tons  of  margarine  in  1957,  com- 
pared with  33,600  tons  in  1956.    The  vegetable  oil  industry  crushed 
55,000  tons  of  raw  material,  an  increase  of  one-fourth  from  the  previous 
year.     Output  of  unrefined  vegetable  oil  was  11,000  tons,  compared  with 
12,235  tons  in  1956.    Oilcake  and  meal  production  was  U^,000  tons,  31,000 
tons  in  1956. 

FRANCE  TO  IMPORT  LESS  U.S. 
DRIED  PRUNES  THIS  SEASON 

As  French  and  Yugoslav  dried  prunes  are  in  good  supply  this  season, 
France  will  revert  to  its  practice  of  sharply  restricting  imports  of 
U.  S.  dried  prunes. 

In  contrast  to  the  short  1956  pack  of  5,000  tons  of  French  dried 
prunes,  the  1957  pack  is  estimated  at  7,800  short  tons.    Average  pro- 
duction (1950-5^)  is  7> 500  tons.     The  quality  is  reportedly  good  and 
about  half  of  the  crop  is  in  the  50/60  through  70/80  size  range. 

In  1956-57  France  imported  6,200  tons  of  dried  prunes,  of  which 
U,600  tons  were  U.  S.  prunes--the  largest  tonnage  imported  from  the 
United  States  since  World  War  II.    Yugoslavia,  handicapped  by  a  short 
crop,  shipped  only  1,U00  tons.     In  1957-58,  France  is  expected  to  import 
only  3,300  tons,  of  which  Yugoslavia  is  to  supply  at  least  1,600  tons. 

Early  March  quotations  on  1957 -crop  French  dried  prunes  were  (at 
official  rate  of  exchange)  approximately  50  cents  per  pound  for  50/60, 
k6  cents  for  60/7O,  and  k-0  cents  for  70/80,  f.o.b.  Lot -et -Garonne,  in 
27.6-pound  boxes.    At  the  free  market  rate,  these  prices  would  be  about 
10  percent  lower. 

Of  considerable  long-term  interest  is  a  program  proposed  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  increase  dried  prune  production  to  at  least 
lkL,000  tons  annually  by  1979 •    Local  authorities  in  the  Lot-et-Garonne 
Departement,  where  30  percent  of  the  prunes  are  produced,  are  carrying 
out  a  program  whereby  100,000  to  150,000  trees  are  being  planted  annually. 
There  are  now  1,3^5,000  prune  trees  in  this  department,  of  which  9^0,000 
are  under  10  years  old.    Under  this  program,  dried  prune  production  is 
expected  to  attain  9,k00  tons  by  1959,  13,200  tons  by  1962,  17,600  tons 
by  I967,  35,000  tons  by  1972,  and  ^1,000  tons  by  I979. 

Whether  or  not  this  program  fully  materializes,  the  goals  set  for 
the  earlier  stages  of  the  plan  are  likely  to  be  realized,  since  planting 
continues  from  year  to  year  at  the  rate  set  by  the  plan,     (it  may  be 
recalled  that  around  1895  France  produced  about  55,000  tons  of  dried 
prunes  annually.)    Fulfillment  of  this  program  would  enable  France  to 
virtually  meet  prune  requirements  of  Western  Europe,  particularly  of  the 
Common  Market  countries. 
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YUGOSLAV  1957  WALNUT  ESTIMATE  RAISED 

Commercial  production  of  walnuts  in  Yugoslavia  during  1957  is  now 
unofficially  estimated  at  2,100  short  tons,  in-shell,  or  about  800  tons 
more  than  reported  earlier  in  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 

The  new  estimate  is  slightly  more  than  the  1956  harvest  of  2,000  tons, 
hut  only  57  percent  of  1950-5^  average  production  of  3,700  tons.  Walnut 
trees,  already  damaged  by  the  freeze  in  February  1956,  were  again  hurt  by 
the  late  frosts  of  May  1957. 


WALNUTS,  IN -SHELL:    Yugoslavia,  supply  and  distribution, 
1956-57  and  1957-58  forecast 


Item 

;  1956-57 

1957-58 

forecast 

:    Short  tons  j 

0  : 
:  2,000 

Short  tons 

600 
2,100 

2,000 

2,700 

Domestic  consumption  , . . . , . . ,  : 

500  ; 

1,000 

900  : 

1,500 

End  stocks,  September  30  ! 

600 

200 

2,000  : 

2,700 

JAPAN'S  TRADE  WITH  COMMUNIST  CHINA 
DOWN  IN  1957 

There  was  at  least  a  temporary  setback  in  Japan's  trade  with  Communist 
China  in  1957.    Preliminary  data  indicate  that  Japanese  exports  to  Communist 
China  last  year  were  valued  at  $60.5  million,  compared  with  $67.3  million 
in  1956.    Imports,  which  fell  by  about  k  percent,  were  valued  at  $80.1+  mil- 
lion in  1957>  compared  with  $83.6  million  in  the  previous  year. 

Imports  of  soybeans  (valued  at  $23.7  million)  and  miscellaneous  beans 
($7«8  million)  were  larger  than  in  1956*    Together  these  two  items  made  up 
nearly  two-fifths  of  all  Japan's  imports  from  China.    Imports  of  hides  and 
skins,  coal,  magnesia  clinker,  and  pig  iron  were  all  larger  in  1957 •  These 
increases  were  offset  by  the  decline  in  rice  imports  from  China,  which  were 
valued  at  $17  million  in  1956  but  were  negligible  last  year.    Imports  of 
salt  and  rosin  also  declined. 

Chemical  fertilizer  remained  the  most  important  export  item,  though 
the  value  of  this  trade  ($13.9  million)  was  slightly  less  than  in  1956. 
Exports  of  iron  and  steel  products  ($12.3  million)  were  up  sharply  from 
the  previous  year. 
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U.  K.  REINTRODUCES  SURCHARGE  ON 
DUTIABLE  SUGAR  AND  MOLASSES 

Effective  February  19,  1958,  the  British  Customs  Tariff  has  been 
amended  by  the  reintroduction  of  a  surcharge  on  dutiable  sugar  and 
molasses.    The  surcharge  was  reimposed  concurrently  with  cessation  of 
distribution  payments  which  have  been  in  force  since  July  15,  1957* 
The  surcharge  on  sugar  varies  according  to  polarization  from  a  low 
of  5s.  7. 2d  up    to  a  high  of  lis.  8d.  per  100  pounds.    Likewise,  the 
surcharge  on  dutiable  molasses  varies  according  to  the  sweetening  matter 
content  from  2s.  7d.  to  7s.  5d.  per  100  pounds. 

JAPAN      IMPORTS  MORE  SOYBEANS 
FROM  RED  CHINA  IN  1957 

Japan's  imports  of  soybeans  from  Red  China  in  1957  totaled  7*3 
million  bushels,  valued  at  8,1+70,329  pounds  sterling  ($23.7  million). 
This  was  an  increase  of  one -fifth  in  volume  and  15  percent  in  value  from 
imports  in  1956.     Soybeans  represented  over  55  percent  of  the  total  value 
of  all  agricultural  commodities  and  nearly  one -third  of  the  value  of  all 
commodities  imported  into  Japan  from  Red  China  last  year. 

Tung  oil  imports  from  Red  China  of  U,339  short  tons,  valued  at 
£709,956  ($2.0  million),  represented  an  increase  of  6  percent  in  volume 
but  a  decrease  of  2  percent  in  value  from  the  previous  year. 

Imports  of  oilseeds  (excluding  soybeans)  in  1957  totaled  only  2,288 
tons,  valued  at  i2J5fkk9  ($0.8  million).    Compared  with  1956  this  was  a 
decline  of  over  85  percent  in  volume  and  more  than  70  percent  in  value. 


U.S.  IMPORTS  OF  CASTOR  OIL  UP  SHARPLY 
IN  1957;  CASTOR  BEAN  IMPORTS  DOWN 

U.  S.  imports  of  castor  oil  in  1957  increased  by  more  than  one-third 
from  1956  and  were  the  largest  since  1953.    Castor  bean  imports  decreased 
about  one -fifth,  thus  continuing  the  yearly  decline  which  has  occurred 
since  19^9  and  the  downward  trend  which  has  prevailed  since  record  imports 
of  197,255  tons  in  19U1.     In  terms  of  oil  equivalent  imports  of  beans  and 
oil  totaled  over  68,000  short  tons,  one -fourth  larger  than  the  previous 
year  and  the  largest  in  the  last  k  years. 

While  50  percent  of  the  oil  came  from  Brazil  and  almost  k<?  percent 
from  India,  88  percent  of  the  beans  came  from  Brazil.     India  has  pro- 
hibited exports  of  beans  since  1952. 

The  United  States  is  the  world's  leading  importer  and  consumer  of 
castor  beans  and  oil,  taking  almost  one -half  of  total  world  trade  in  these 
commodities . 
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CASTOR  BEANS  AND  CASTOR  OIL:     U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
averages  1935-39  and  1950-54,  annual  1955-57 


:  Average  :  :  -     ,  :  , 

Country  of  origin   -  —  1955  1956  1/      1957  U 

 _  :  1935-39  :  1950-54  :  :  Z_J 

:  Short  :  Short  :  Short  :  Short    :  Short 

:  tons  :  tons  :  tons  :  tons      :  tons 

Castor  beane                        :  :  :  :  : 

North  America:                   :  :  :  :  : 

Haiti  :  133  :  3,876  :  1,945  :  2,711  :  848 

Other  :  11  :  277  :  —  :  l6l  :  125 

Total  :  144  :  4,153  :  1,945  :  2,872  :  973 

South  America:                   :  :  :  :  : 

Brazil  :  61,456  :  49,242  :  36,661  :  l6,04l  :  15,117 

Ecuador  :  6  :  6,559  :  5,l6l  :  1,960  : 

Other  :  269  :  219  :  —  :  112  :  1,089 

Total  :  61,731  :  56,020  :  41,822  :  18,113  :  16,206 

Europe  :  —  :  131  :  —  :  —  : 

Africa  :  27  :  5,194  :  --  :  —  : 

Asia:                                 :  :  :  :  : 

India  :  1,960  :  8,667  :  —  :  --  : 

Iran  :  :  640  :  —  :  221  : 

Other  :  2,600  :  3,006  :  --j  --j  -- 

Total  :  4,560  :  12,313  :  --  :  221  : 

Grand  total  :  66,462  :  77,811  :  43,767  :  21,206  :  17,179 

Castor  oil                             :  :  :  :  : 

North  America  :  —  :  43  :  --  :  —  :  64 

South  America:                   :  :  :  :  : 

Brazil  :  —  :  24,313  :  20,225  :  13,884  :  30,851 

Other  :  :  892  :  385  :  1,689  :  688 

Total   :  --  :  25,205  :  20,6i0  :  15,573  :  31^39 

Europe:                             :  :  :  :  : 

•  West  Germany  :  2/  :  1,543  :  1,570  :  1, 363  :  1,892 

Other  :  71  :  3,898  :  659  :  571  :  -- 

Total  :  71  :  5,44l  :  2,229  :  1,934  :  1,892 

Africa  :  --  :  301  :  1,971  :  1,821  :  673 

Asia:                                 :  :  :  :  : 

India  :  —  :  12,040  :  22,828  :  25,064  :  26,547 

Other  :  42  :  190  :  —  :  --  : 

Total  :  42  :  12,230  :  22,828  :  25,064  :  26,547 

Grand  total  :  113  :  43,220  :  47,638  :  44,392  :  60,715 

l/  Preliminary.    2/  Total  Germany.    Less  than  .5  ton. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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MEXICO  EEDUCES  COFFEE 
EXPORT  VALUATION 

Mexico  reduced  its  coffee  export  valuation  by  about  15  percent,  effec- 
tive March  12,  1958.    It  is  reported  that  free  exportation  will  be  allowed 
until  the  April- June  qu«ta  of  330,810  bags  has  been  filled.    To  check  on 
compliance  with  quotas,  coffee  exports  are  to  be  limited  to  the  ports  of 
Vera  Cruz,  Coatzacoalcos,  Salina  Cruz,  and  Puerto  Angel. 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  SETS 
1958  SUGAR  GOAL 

The  official  sugar  production  quota  for  1958  set  by  the  President  of 
the  Dominican  Republic  is  906,287  metric  tons  (999,000  short  tons).  This 
target  is  based  on  estimated  export,  consumption,  and  reserve  needs. 
Belief  is  that  ideal  conditions  will  be  required  to  reach  this  goal.  Pro- 
duction in  1957  was  805,870  metric  tons  (888,000  short  tons). 


VENEZUELA  ANNOUNCES  COFFEE  AND 
CACAO  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM 

The  Venezuelan  Ministry  of  Agriculture  recently  announced  develop- 
ment programs  for  coffee  and  cacao,  Venezuela's  most  important  agricultural 
exports . 

Plans  are  to  lend  1+6 .2  million  bolivars  (about  $13.8  million)  for 
replanting  50,000  acres  of  coffee,  treating  and  conditioning  25,000  acres, 
making  new  plantings,  and  improving  existing  plantings.    There  are  about 
60,000  coffee  farms  in  Venezuela,  with  a  total  of  8^0,000  acres.  Perhaps 
90  percent  of  the  people  on  the  coffee  farms  directly  depend  on  coffee  for 
their  livelihood. 

The  cacao  program  will  revolve  around  cacao  demonstration  centers  to 
be  established  soon  in  the  central,  Barlovento,  and  eastern  cacao  areas. 
About  12  million  bolivars  (about  $3*6  million)  are  expected  to  be  used  for 
the  program.    The  project  will  have  3  broad  objectives:     (l)    to  develop 
high  quality  cocoa  by  means  of  vegetative  propagation,  (2)  to  train  a 
large  number  of  cacao  farmers  in  more  effective  cultivation  by  means  of  a 
concentrated  extension-type  program,  and  (3)  to  gradually  re-establish 
abandoned  plantations  through  the  use  of  selected,  high-yield  plants. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  estimates  that  it  will  take  at  least  k 
years  to  put  many  of  the  cocoa  areas  into  production.    Therefore,  loans 
will  be  granted  for  15 -year  periods  and  amortization  will  begin  with  the 
fifth  ye^.r  after  the  date  of  issuance  of  the  loan. 
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CANADA  SANCTIONS  USE  OF  RAPE SEED  OIL  AS 
FOOD  AND  PAPESEED  MEAL  AS  LIVESTOCK  FEED 

Following  an  investigation  of  the  use  of  rape seed  oil  in  salad  and 
cooking  oils  and  in  the  manufacture  of  margarine  and  shortening,  the 
Canadian  Food  and  Drug  Directorate  of  the  Department  of  National  Health 
and  Welfare  has  stated  that  there  is  "no  objection  at  this  time  to  the 
use  of  rapeseed  oil  in  moderate  amounts  in  foods  in  Canada."    Similar ly, 
the  Canadian  Department  of  Agriculture  has  advised  that  "there  is  no 
specific  regulation  in  the  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  or  regulations  which  would 
limit  the  amount  of  rapeseed  oilmeal  which  could  be  used  in  animal  or 
poultry  feeds.    However,  if  the  proportion  of  rapeseed  oilmeal  used  were 
sufficient  to  be  deleterious  to  animals,  the  amount  in  the  feed  could  be 
limited. " 

Consumption  of  rapeseed  oil  and  meal  in  Canada  has  been  a  controver- 
sial subject.    The  government's  statements  of  its  position  on  the  use  of 
rapeseed  oil  and  meal  will  renew  interest  in  the  domestic  consumption  of 
these  products . 

Canada  is  in  a  deficit  position  with  respect  to  edible  oils.    Thus  the 
government  and  agricultural  leaders  will  have  a  particular  interest  in  the 
use  of  rapeseed  oil  as  a  food  over  the  next  few  years.    The  consensus  is, 
however,  that  use  will  not  increase  rapidly.     It  is  recognized  that  in 
order  to  be  competitive  the  oil  probably  would  have  to  be  available  at  a 
lower  price  than  that  of  soybean  oil. 

Prairie  farmers  with  surplus  grain  stored  on  farms  for  several  years 
have  been  turning  to  alternative  crops.    Rapeseed  has  been  one  of  the  major 
alternative  crops.    Acreage  to  this  crop  has  expanded  from  Uo,000  acres  in 
195^  to  6*4-8,000  acres  in  1957. 

The  export  demand  for  rapeseed  was  good  during  the  1956-57  marketing 
year.    Farmers  received  an  average  of  about  3«85  cents  per  pound  delivered 
at  the  country  elevator.    This  season,  export  demand  has  not  been  so  strong, 
and  considerable  national  interest  has  thus  developed  in  using  rapeseed  oil 
and  meal  in  Canada.    While  it  had  been  reported  from  time  to  time  that  rape- 
seed  oil  was  being  used  for  food,  the  general  opinion  was  that  the  Food  and 
Drug  Directorate  frowned  upon  its  use  for  edible  purposes . 

Several  large  Canadian  oilseed  mills  have  been  reluctant  to  crush  rape- 
seed  as  they  were  uncertain  about  the  future  use  of  the  oil  and  meal  in 
Canada.    Three  small  oilseed  mills  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  however,  have 
been  crushing  rapeseed  for  the  past  3  seasons.    The  oil  has  been  largely 
exported,  and  the  meal  has  been  successfully  mixed  with  grains  and  other 
products  for  use  as  livestock  feed. 

Production  of  oilseed  meal  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  is  limited,  and  th« 

cost  of  transporting  it  from  Eastern  Canada  or  the  United  States  is  excessive. 

Therefore,  if  more  rapeseed  oil  is  consumed  in  Canada,  the  meal  should  find 
a  ready  market  in  the  Prairie  Provinces. 
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ARGENTINA  HAS  NEW  EXPORT  QUOTA  FOR  EDIBLE  OILS; 
SUNFLOWER  SEED  CROP  LARGE 

The  Argentine  Ministry  of  Commerce  and  Industry  has  announced  a  new 
export  quota  of  30,000  metric  tons  (33,000  short  tons)  for  sunflower  and 
peanut  oils.  A  30,000-ton  quota  for  export  of  sunflower -peanut  oil  also 
had  been  announced  in  1957  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  November  25, 
1957).  The  Ministry  assures  local  industrialists  that  1957-58  crops  are 
yielding  enough  to  cover  domestic  requirements. 

Harvesting  of  the  sunflower  crop  began  recently,  and  trade  sources 
are  estimating  the  crop  at  880,000  short  tons.    This  would  be  an  increase 
of  over  one-fourth  from  1956-57  and  the  largest  crop  since  the  near -record 
1,125,000  tons  of  1950-51. 

GHANA  PLANS  TO  REORGANIZE 
ITS  AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH 

The  Government  of  Ghana  is  planning  to  combine  all  agricultural  re- 
search activities,  including  the  West  African  Cocoa  Research  Institute, 
under  one  national  organization.    The  Cocoa  Research  Institute  would  thus 
lose  its  identity.    Agronomists  and  plant  breeders  are  needed  to  conduct 
fertilizer  studies,  layouts,  spacing  and  pruning  trials,  and  plant  breeding 
research. 

NEW  ZEALAND  PRESSES  FOR  PROTECTED 
BRITISH  BUTTER  MARKET 

According  to  Wellington's  Dominion,  the  New  Zealand  Government  has 
applied  to  the  London  Board  of  Trade  to  introduce  new  anti -dumping  or 
counter veiling  duty  legislation  on  butter  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom 
from  certain  countries. 

U.K.  butter  and  cheese  prices  have  been  low  throughout  1957 ,  and  the 
butter  price  reached  a  10-year  low  this  year  (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
March  3,  1958).    Some  blame  low  dairy  prices  as  one  of  the  main  causes  for 
New  Zealand's  serious  balance -of -payments  situation.    New  Zealanders  point 
to  large  supplies  of  butter  on  the  U.  K.  market  from  non-traditional 
suppliers  as  the  main  cause  of  the  weak  prices.     Specifically  named  as 
countries  supplying  butter  to  the  United  Kingdom  under  a  heavy  export 
subsidy  are  Argentina,  Finland,  Ireland,  and  Sweden. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  British  feel  that  New  Zealand's  criticism  of 
these  countries  is  unjustified.    One  British  spokesman  has  stated  that  if 
the  New  Zealand  Government  would  remove  the  12.8  cents  per  pound  subsidy 
it  pays  to  domestic  consumers  of  butter,  the  retail  price  would  be  U0.8 
cents  per  pound,  3.5  cents  above  the  retail  price  of  New  Zealand  butter  on 
the  London  market. 
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COLOMBIA  MAY  RESUME  IMPORTS  OF 
BABY  CHICKS  AND  HATCHING  EGGS 

The  Colombian  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  stated  that  he  hopes  to  allow 
$300,000  for  baby  chick  and  hatching  egg  imports.    Other  agriculture  officials 
apparently  agree  on  the  necessity  for  importing  purebred  chicks  and  hatching 
eggs  in  order  to  aid  the  Colombian  poultry  industry. 

Large  imports  in  1958  are  doubtful,  however,  owing  to  wide  differences 
of  opinion  in  the  industry  itself  as-  to  the  wisdom  of  such  a  move .  Imports 
of  baby  chicks  and  hatching  eggs  practically  ceased  in  1957 ,  but  some  large 
hatchery  owners  have  voiced  a  need  for  imports,  especially  new  varieties. 
Average  annual  production  per  hen  is  still  only  about  100  eggs. 

Baby  chicks  and  hatching  eggs  are  in  Group  No.  2  on  the  import  listing 
and  have  a  60-percent  prior  deposit  (reimbursable)  tax  plus  a  60-percent 
stamp  tax.    There  is  no  other  tax  on  these  items. 

JAPAN  REPORTS  HEAVY  STOCKS 
OF  DAIRY  PRODUCTS 

Preliminary  1957  figures  released  by  the  Japanese  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Forestry  indicate  that  Japan  is  faced  with  heavier -than -usual 
stocks  of  dairy  products  in  addition  to  the  fluid  milk  surplus  reported  in 
the  February  3  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets.     In  spite  of  a  23 -per- 
cent overall  increase  in  dairy  product  consumption,  production  of  most 
products  exceeded  immediate  demand. 

Production  of  nonfat  dry  milk  totaled  15.6  million  pounds  in  1957* 
over  L§-  times  the  1956  figure.     Stocks  of  this  commodity  reached  1.1 
million  pounds  on  December  31«  1957  >  3  times  more  than  supplies  on  hand 
at  the  end  of  1956.     Output  of  dry  whole  milk  was  12. 9  million  pounds  in 
1957 «  56  percent  over  the  previous  year.     Supplies  on  hand  at  the  end  of 
1957  were  782,000  pounds,  almost  k  $/k  times  those  at  the  end  of  the  previous 
year . 

Japanese  butter  production  totaled  21.3  million  pounds  last  year,  a 
gain  of  2k  percent  over  1956.    Cheese  output  equaled  6,k  million  pounds,  a 
51  percent  gain.     Stocks  of  butter  on  December  $1,  1957 •  were  about  the  same 
as  the  previous  year  but  cheese  stocks  almost  doubled. 

Output  of  sweetened  condensed  milk  soared  to  115*5  million  pounds, 
31  percent  over  1956.    Stocks  at  the  end  of  1957  were  k."J  million  pounds, 
about  the  same  as  December  31«  1956.    Evaporated  milk  output  totaled 
13.2  million  pounds  last  year;  stocks  at  the  end  of  1957  were  782,000 
pounds.    Both  output  and  stocks  were  about  50  percent  over  1956. 
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U.K.  IMPORTS  OF  MOHAIR 
UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  1957 

Imports  of  mohair  by  the  United  Kingdom  in  1957  totaled  19.O  million 
pounds,  compared  with  18.7  million  in  1956  and  ik.k  million  in  1955*  Imports 
during  December,  however,  were  only  265,000  pounds,  compared  with  1,278,000 
in  December  1956.    The  United  Kingdom  is  the  world's  leading  importer  of 
mohair  and  for  several  years  has  been  the  most  important  export  market  for 
U.  S.  mohair. 

CANADA  TO  SUPPORT  LIVESTOCK  PRICES 
AT  80  PERCENT  OF  PARITY 

Permanent  mandatory  price  supports  for  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  are  pro-^ 
vided  by  the  Canadian  Government  under  new  legislation  passed  in  January.  The 
minimum  basic  support  price  for  each  species  will  be  not  less  than  80  percent 
of  a  moving  average  base.    The  base  price  each  year  will  be  the  average  price 
for  representative  markets  for  the  preceding  10  years. 

A  3 -member  Agricultural  Stabilization  Board  is  administering  the  new 
price  support  program,  and  has  supplanted  the  Agricultural  Prices  Support 
Board.    The  Stabilization  Board  has  an  advisory  committee  consisting  of  a 
chairman  and  6  to  9  farmers  or  representatives  of  farm  organizations .  The 
board  is  empowered  to  purchase  at  prescribed  prices  any  of  9  agricultural 
items  covered  in  the  new  legislation,  pay  subsidies  to  producers,  and  sell  or 
otherwise  deal  in  any  commodity  purchased.    A  revolving  fund  of  $250  million 
will  finance  its  operations.    Price  support  for  hogs  previously  was  provided 
through  a  pork  purchase  program,  but  there  was  no  price  support  legislation 
for  cattle  and  sheep . 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers  has  already  asked  for 
import  controls  on  lamb,  mutton,  live  sheep,  and  lambs  to  implement  price 
supports .     If  imports  cannot  be  controlled,  it  suggests  an  import  duty  of 
k  cents  per  pound  on  all  lamb  and  mutton  and  2  cents  per  pound  on  live  sheep 
and  lambs .    The  duty  on  imports  of  lamb  and  motton  from  the  United  States 
is  now  6  cents  per  pound,  but  is  only  l/2  cent  per  pound  on  imports  from 
Australia  and  New  Zealand.    The  rate  for  live  sheep  and  lambs,  except  pure- 
bred, from  the  United  States  is  $2.00  per  head. 

Canada  imported  10.8  million  pounds  of  lamb  and  mutton  in  the  first  10 
months  of  1957 >  compared  with  8.3  million  a  year  earlier.    Over  90  percent 
of  the  1957  imports  came  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand.    Most  of  the  other 
10  percent  came  from  the  United  States.    Canada  imported  28,500  sheep  and 
lambs  from  the  United  States  in  1957*    Exports  to  the  United  States  amounted 
to  17,000  head. 

The  Canadian  Federation  of  Agricultural  Producers  is  also  asking  that 
farmers  receive  deficiency  payments  of  12  cents  per  pound  on  fleece  wool.  The 
deficiency  payment  would  be  in  lieu  of  an  import  duty  (grease  wool  imports 
from  all  areas  are  now  duty  free).    Growers  would  receive  payments  on  all  wool 
going  through  government-registered  wool  grading  warehouses. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  WOOL  PRICES 
AT  10-YEAR  LOW 

Wool  prices  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  have  dropped  30  percent  this  season 
to  the  lowest  level  in  10  years.    As  a  result,  a  serious  economic  recession 
threatens  the  vast  sheep-farming  areas  of  Cape  Midlands,  Northern  Cape,  Southern 
Free  State,  and  the  grass veld  regions  of  Transvaal  and  Natal. 

Wool  experts  in  the  area  say  that  principal  reasons  for  the  slump  are  the 
restraint  on  commercial  credit  which  followed  the  rise  in  U.  K.  interest  rates, 
Japan? s  intention  to  cut  wool  purchases,  the  decline  in  U.  S.  purchases,  and 
increased  use  of  synthetic  materials, 

SWEDISH  PORK  EXPORTS  RISE 

Sweden  changed  from  a  net  importer  of  pork  during  1956  to  a  net  exporter  in 
1957*  About  27  million  pounds  of  pork  were  exported  in  1957 •  East  Germany  took 
about  11  million  pounds.  Pork  production  rose  7  percent  last  year.  Present  sow 
numbers  indicate  that  1958  production  will  be  higher.  During  1957 >  import  taxes 
on  pork  were  increased  to  support  the  domestic  price  of  pork. 

Swedish  beef,  veal,  and  horsemeat  imports  rose  sharply.    Light  slaughter  in 
1957;  caused  by  unusually  heavy  slaughter  in  1955-56,  reduced  supplies  of  domestic 
beef  and  veal.    Production  is  expected  to  recover  somewhat  and  imports  to  be 
smaller  in  1958. 

Horsemeat  imports  more  than  doubled,  increasing  from  k  million  pounds  in  1956 
to  9  million  pounds  in  1957 •    During  1957  the  United  States  exported  about  2 
million  pounds  of  horsemeat  to  Sweden. 


MEAT  PRODUCTION:    Sweden  195+-57  and  estimated  1958,  with  percent 

change  from  previous  year 


Year 

Beef  and  veal] 

Pork 

[Mutton  and  goat 

Horsemeat 

Total 

Million: 
pounds: 

Percent; 
change : 

Million 
pounds 

Percent: 
; change 

Million- 
: pounds 

Percent: 
:  changa 

Million 
-pounds 

•Percent 
: change 

: Million 
ipounds 

: Percent 
:  change 

195^ 

:  276 

:  +3 

:  ^17 

:  +1 

:        k  : 

'  25 

:  -11 

:  722 

:  +2 

1955  : 

325  : 

+18 

lf08 

:       -2  : 

j  k 

:       -9  : 

28 

+12 

:      765  : 

+6 

1956  : 

275 

-15  : 

;  klO 

:        k  . 

:     -13  : 

:       25  : 

-11 

:     71+  • 

-7 

1957  • 

260 

:  ^53 

+10 

:        3  : 

-26  i 

21 

!      -16  • 

737  : 

+3 

1958; 
1/ 

267 

:     +3  • 

:  ^89 

:      +7  : 

:        2  i 

-8  i 

20  : 

-5  : 

778  ! 

+6 

1/  Estimated. 
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YUGOSLAV  MEAT  PRODUCTION  TO  RISE 

Yugoslav  meat  production,  which  was  low  during  1957,  is  expected  to  rise 
significantly  in  1958*    Hog  numbers  were  up  sharply  last  year,  and  pork  produc- 
tion will  account  for  most  of  the  expected  increase.    Beef  and  mutton  production 
is  expected  to  show  a  slight  rise. 


LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:    Yugoslavia,  1953-57 


.Type  , 

''  1953 

:  195^  ; 

;  1955 

;   1956  : 

1957 

1,000 
head  < 

1,000 

head  ; 

:  1,000 
head 

:     1,000  : 
i  head 

1,000 
head 

Cattle  and  "buffalo.. 

:  1,076 

1,071 

:  1,261 

;  1,388 

:  1,350 

•      If,  890 

• 

k,6lh 

:  5,*65 
k, 692  ; 

!  ij-,820 

:  ^,935 
:     ^,59^  • 

lj-,150 
3,800 

1  4 

J+,805 

Exports  of  meat  and  livestock  rose  substantially  during  1957,  a^  export 
quotas  were  established  to  conserve  meat  for  domestic  use.  Although  exchange 
regulations  were  tightened  in  early  1958  to  make  exportation  of  livestock  and 
meat  less  profitable,  exports  are  expected  to  remain  at  a  high  level. 

Yugoslavia  is  modernizing  and  expanding  its  meat  processing  industry  and, 
with  the  aid  of  U.  S.  and  U.  K.  funds,  plans  to  build  12  slaughter  plants  with 
cold  storage  facilities.    So  far,  new  plants  have  been  built  at  Kikanda  and  Brcko. 
A  slaughterhouse  and  cold  storage  plant  is  scheduled  to  open  at  Belgrade  in  mid- 
1958.    The  new  facilities  are  expected  to  produce  high-grade  products  for  export. 

U.  K.  DEFICIENCY  PAYMENTS  FOR  AUSTRALIAN 
MEAT  HIGHER  LAST  YEAR 

The  United  Kingdom's  deficiency  payments  to  Australian  meat  producers  under 
the  15-year  meat  agreement  totaled  Afe  6  million  ( $13 . 4-  million)  last  year,  accord- 
ing to  the  Minister  of  Primary  Industry  of  Australia. 

Payments  under  the  agreement  in  the  past  3  years  total  AL  9.^  million  ($21.1 
million) .    The  payments  have  been  made  because  selling  prices  of  Australian  beef 
in  the  United  Kingdom  have  been  below  those  guaranteed  by  the  United  Kingdom 
under  the  agreement. 

The  U.  K.  payments  have  made  it  possible  for  Australia  to  pay  substantial 
"bounties"  on  beef  for  export  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  thereby  to  support  prices 
of  live  cattle.    The  present  "bounty"  rates  are  3d.  per  pound  on  1st  and  2nd 
quality  frozen  quarter  beef  and  5d.  a  pound  on  chiller  grade  beef,  bone-out  piece 
beef,  and  certain  classes  of  bone-in  piece  beef. 
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In  the  past  3  marketing  years  ( ending  October  31) >  Australia  has  received  the 
following  deficiency  payments  from  the  United  Kingdom: 


Year 

195^-55 

1955-  56 

1956-  57 
Total 


Million 
Australian 
pounds 

.150 
3.250 

6.000 
9.  too 


Million 
U.  Si  dollars 
( equivalent) 

.3 

7.3 
13.5 
21.1 


DOMINION  WOOL  PRICES  UNEVEN 

Dominion  wool  prices  during  February  continued  the  mixed  trend  of  January, 
with  merino  prices  up  somewhat  and  crossbred  prices  continued  lower.  Although 
prices  improved  in  early  February,  they  fell  sharply  at  all  auctions  after  mid- 
month.    By  the  end  of  the  month,  crossbred  values  were  at  the  lowest  point  of  the 
season  and  merinos  had  lost  practically  all  their  earlier  gains. 

Prices  of  Dominion  crossbred  wools  have  been  adversely  affected  by  the 
revival  of  wool  sales  in  South  America.    The  recent  drop  in  merino  values  was 
attributed  to  reduced  Japanese  buying. 


WOOL:    Clean  cost,  c.i.f.  in  the  United  Kingdom,  based  on  auction 
sales  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Dominions 


Quality 

*  February  ' 

:  1957 

• 

October 
1957 

1 

November 
1957 

1  0 

'  December  * 
1957 

January 
1958 

February 
1958 

• 
• 

• 

70»s...,  

• 

 :     I.69  - 

• 

:  l.k2 

< 

:  1.35 

:     1.2k  : 

1.25 

:  1.31 

6ij.*s  

1.59  : 

1.32 

!  1.25 

1.12 

1.1J:-  : 

1.19 

6o»s  

 1M  i 

;  1.25 

:  1.19 

:     I.07  : 

• 

1.10  ; 

1.13 

58«s  

1.31  : 

1.19 

:  1.13 

!     1.03  : 

• 

1.0k  I 

I.07 

56fs  

 :     1.16  < 

• 

;  1.11 

1.02 

:       .98  i 

.93 

,9k 

50fs  

.98 

< 

:  .91 

:  .85 

:       .82  i 

.78  i 

.77 

l*8?s  

. . . . !    .97  ! 

:       .87  : 

!       ,83  : 

.79  : 

.76  i 

.75 

I6«si..i  

.95  ! 

•  t 

t 

!  .85 

;   .83  ; 

1 

\       .78  I 

.73  : 

.72 

Source 


New  Zealand  Wool  Commission  (London  Agency). 
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AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  EXPORTS  RISE 

Exports  of  raw  wool  from  Australia  during  July-December  1957  were  5 
percent  greater  in  both  weight  and  value  than  in  the  same  period  a  year 
earlier.    Exports  in  the  first  half  of  the  1957-58  season  totaled  605 
million  pounds  and  were  valued  at  $Kkk  million. 

Exports  to  Italy  increased  by  36  percent,  and  West  Germany,  Poland,  and 
France  also  increased  their  imports.    Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom 
fell  15  percent  and  to  Japan  k  percent. 

Although  exports  were  higher  than  the  previous  year  in  the  first 
half  of  the  season,  shipments  for  the  full  season  are  expected  to  be  less 
because  supplies  have  been  reduced.    A  sharp  drop  in  wool  prices,  in  con- 
trast to  rising  prices  last  season,  will  cut  foreign  exchange  earnings. 

The  following  table  shows  exports  of  greasy,  scoured,  slipe,  and 
carbonized  wool  during  July-December  of  the  1956-57  an<i  1957-58  seasons: 


July-December 

Country  of  destination  1956  1957 


Million  pounds 

United  Kingdom   l6k  138 

France   108  111 

Japan   101  97 

Italy   52  71 

Belgium.   51  51 

Germany,  West   38  ^5 

United  States  ,   18  19 

Poland   12  16 

Others   3^  57 


Total   578  605 


U.  S.  MEAT  IMPORTS 
AT  RECORD  HIGH 

United  States  imports  of  meat  and  meat  products  during  1957  rose  ^9 
percent  over  1956  to  reach  a  record  38^  million  pounds.    The  sharp  increase 
over  low  1956  imports  was  due  almost  entirely  to  a  rise  in  beef  imports  from 
121  million  pounds  to  232  million.    Pork  imports  declined  5  percent.  Imports 
of  other  meat  rose  sharply. 

The  United  States  is  the  world's  second  most  important  importer  of  meat. 
The  United  Kingdom  is  by  far  the  largest,  taking  about  80  percent  of  total 
world  imports. 
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Strong  U.  S.  demand  and  slightly  lower  production  in  1957  encouraged  beef 
and  veal  imports.  Expanded  shipments  of  boneless  beef  from  New  Zealand,  Canada, 
Ireland,  and  Australia,  plus  increased  carcass  beef  imports  from  Canada  in  the 
second  part  of  the  year,  were  the  most  important  features  of  the  beef  trade  in 
1957«  U.  S.  beef  and  veal  production  is  expected  to  decline  slightly  again  in 
1958,  and  imports  are  expected  to  at  least  hold  their  1957  levels. 

Moderate  U.  S.  pork  prices  in  1957  did  not  encourage  imports.    Slightly  lower 
U.  S.  production  in  the  opening  months  of  1958  strengthened  prices  and  is  expected 
to  encourage  pork  imports.    (For  U.  S.  meat  and  meat  product  exports  see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  March  3,  1958.) 


MEAT  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:    U.  S.  imports,  1952-57 
(Product  weight  basis) 


1952  : 

1953  : 

195^  : 

1955  : 

1956  : 

1957 

Beef  and  veal:  ' 
Fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  beef..: 
Fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  veal..: 

71,971: 

98: 

120,181' 

60,519: 
1/31,528: 

26,692: 

1+1+7- 
100,098- 
12,796: 

20,066' 

7,520: 
1,0^8: 
85,2^: 
23,231+: 
8,61+6: 

6,113 
275: 
87,120 

5,231: 
19,77.5 

5,iko> 
21+5: 

72,727: 
8,301+: 
25,  kkk' 

32,863 
^,855 
95,265 
10,81+3 
88,635 

28^-,297 

160,099: 

125,692: 

118 , 51k 

111,860 

232,1+61 

Pork: 

3,185 
:  57,193 

:  969 
:  66k 

36,651 

:  106,106 
2,521+ 
7^5 

:  kk,lk6: 
112, Ilk 
:  12, kok 
:  603 

kl,lk5 
107,3^8 

12,581+ 
:  562 

32,962- 
:  9^,605 
:  11,119 
708 

23,081 
96,976 
:  12,085 
:  888 

Hams,  shoulders  and  bacon  2/... 

:  62,011 

:  1^6,026 

: 170, 527 

: 162, 239 

:139,395 

: 133, 030 

Lamb  and  mutton: 

:  6,156 

:  3,123 

:  2,067 

2,252 

:  1,372 

:  3,51+3 

Other,  canned,  prepared  or 

1 3/  ^,128 

:3/  3,219 

k,6l3 

5,303 

'  5,532 

:  15,180 

:  356,592 

:  312,^67 

: 302,899 

288,308 

258,159 

:  38^,211+ 

1/  Includes  estimated  amounts  classified  as  other  canned,  prepared  or  preserved 
meat. 

2/  Including  canned, 

3/  Excludes  estimated  amounts  of  boneless  beef  which  are  included  with  beef  and 
veal  as  noted  in  footnote  1. 
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VENEZUELA  EEDUCES  SEED  POTATO 
IMPORT  AUTHORIZATION 


Venezuela  has  authorized  the  importation  of  only  200,000  crates  of 
seed  potatoes  in  1958.    The  1957  authorization  was  U00,000  crates.  Much 
of  last  year's  imports  are  reported  to  have  been  sold  as  table  stock. 
The  imported  potatoes  were  of  better  quality  than  local  stock,  and  much 
of  the  latter  had  to  be  dumped  because  of  poor  demand.    Venezuelan  seed 
potato  imports  in  1958  must  be  dyed  to  prevent  sale  as  table  stock. 
Canada  and  the  United  States  are  the  chief  suppliers  of  such  imports. 


THAILAND'S  RICE  EXPORTS 
DROP  IN  FEBRUARY 

Thailand's  exports  of  milled  rice  in  February  were  96,000  metric  tons, 
a  sharp  decline  from  181,000  tons  in  January  and  a  monthly  average  of 
131,000  tons  in  1957.    Total  exports  of  the  January -February  period  were 
277^000  tons,  compared  with  291,000  tons  in  the  same  months  of  1957. 

Recent  Indonesian  political  developments  have  not  adversely  affected 
the  Thai  rice  market  so  far.    About  ^0,000  metric  tons,  the  balance  of  a 
60,000-ton  government-to-government  contract  of  January,  are  scheduled  to 
be  shipped  to  Indonesia  in  March. 

DECEMBER  HOG  PRICES  IN  U .  S . 
AND  OTHER  COUNTRIES 

U.  S.  hog  prices  in  December  were  lower  than  in  several  European 
countries,  according  to  a  Foreign  Agriculture  Service  study. 

In  the  United  States,  barrows  and  gilts  at  8  markets  sold  for  an 
average  of  l8j  cents  a  pound.    In  Denmark,  Grade  1  hogs  sold  for  the 
equivalent  of  22  cents  per  pound.    At  the  Paris  market,  first-quality  hogs 
brought  29  cents  (at  official  rate  of  exchange).    U.  S.  and  Canadian  prices 
closely  paralleled  each  other.    Some  of  the  spread  in  hog  prices  from 
country  to  country  is  due  to  the  difference  in  types  of  hogs  and  currency 
conversion  factors . 

Farmers  were  receiving  25  cents  per  pound  for  Bl  hog  carcasses  at 
Winnipeg,  Canada,  in  December.    In  addition,  they  received  a  cent  a  pound 
grade  premium.    The  market  price  for  hog  carcasses  in  the  United  Kingdom 
averaged  nearly  25  cents  per  pound.    In  addition  to  the  market  price, 
farmers  received  support  payments  of  nearly  9  cents  per  pound  dressed 
weight.    Bacon  hog  carcasses  in  the  Netherlands  brought  from  2k  to  26  cents 
a  pound  in  October -December  1957  • 

Usually  the  average  value  of  hog  carcasses  in  the  United  States  is  not 
quoted.    Slaughterers  sell  most  hog  products  in  the  form  of  primal  cuts  and 
processed  products.    The  average  value  per  pound  (Chicago,  December  1957 )y 
of  all  the  products  cut  from  a  hog  was  27  cents  per  pound.    This  is  some- 
what more  than  the  average  value  of  the  carcass  since  it  includes  costs  of 
cutting  up  the  carcass  and  rendering  the  lard. 
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Prices  of  hogs  and  hog  carcasses  in  the  United  States  and  other 
countries  for  December  1957  were: 

Cents  per  pound 
or  equivalent 


United  States: 
Live  hogs: 

Barrows  and  gilts ,  8  markets  (229  lt>»  av.)   18.V? 

Sows,  8  markets  (k26  lb.  av. )   15.28 

Hog  carcasses  average  value  of  major  products 
from  220-2^0  lb>.  butcher  hogs,  Chicago  (carcass 
cut  into  wholesale  cuts  and  lard  rendered)   27.11 

Canada: 

Hog  carcasses: 

Grade  Bl,  Winnipeg  (av.  received  by  farmers)...  25.15 

Federal  grade  premium   1.00 

Total  return  to  farmer   26.15 

United  Kingdom: 
Hog  carcasses: 

Market  price  (av.  paid  to  farmers)   2^.85 

Subsidy  payment   8.85 

Total  return.   33. 70 

Denmark: 
Live  hogs: 

Grade  1  ( av.  paid  farmers)   21.80 

Grade  2  ( av.  paid  farmers)   20 . 60 

Grade  3  ( av.  paid  farmers)   20 .  ^0 

France : 

Live  hogs  first  quality,  Paris   29.10 

Netherlands : 

Hog  carcasses  (October-December  range): 

Bacon.  . .2^.00-26.00 

Porkers  (from  187  lb.  hogs)  21.00-2^.00 

Butcher  (from  220-308  lb.  hogs)...  22.00-25.00 


CUBAN  MEAT  PRODUCTION  RISES 

Cuban  meat  production  in  1957  rose  to  501  million  pounds  (about  k 
percent  above  1956)  due  to  a  larger  hog  kill  and  a  slaughter  of  heavier 
cattle.    The  number  of  cattle  and  calves  slaughtered  dropped  slightly. 

Rains  were  ample  and  well  distributed  in  1957;  and  pastures  were  in 
good  condition.    Although  commercial  hog  slaughter  remained  at  1956  levels, 
there  was  a  slight  increase  in  local  and  farm  slaughter.    (Continued  on 
page  22). 
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CUBA:    Estimated  livestock  slaughter  and  meat  production,  1953-57 


Year 


Cattle 


Hogs 


Sheep     I     Goats     [Meat  produced  l/ 


1953-. 
195^. • 
1955.. 
1956.. 
1957-. 


-  -  -  -  -  1,000  head  ------ 

30 
31 
32 
3^ 
3^ 


910 

:    1,180  : 

36  : 

 :  880 

:    1A53  : 

36  : 

 :  895 

:    1,180  : 

36  : 

 :  915 

:     1,215  : 

38  : 

 :  900 

:    l,2kO  : 

36  : 

Million  pounds 
39h.k 

^67.3 
1*81.7 
501.3 


l/  Carcass  weight  "basis. 

Pork  imports  in  1957  declined  slightly  compared  to  the  previous  year. 
Prospects  for  a  heavy  I958  hog  slaughter  are  good  and  imports  are  not  ex- 
pected to  increase.    About  610,700  pounds  of  jerked  meat  were  imported  from 
Uruguay  for  the  first  time  in  several  years. 

In  September  1957,  there  was  a  trial  shipment  of  32  beef  carcasses  to 
the  United  States  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  October  23,  1957).  Although 
exporters  were  reported  disatisfied  with  the  price  received  at  that  time,  they 
have  since  been  encouraged  by  rising  U.  S.  prices.    The  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  passed  87,189  pounds  of  fresh  beef  and  veal  from  Cuba  for  import 
into  the  United  States  in  January  1958. 


CANADIAN  JULY  -FEBRUARY  1957-58  WHEAT 
EXPORTS  5  PERCENT  LOWER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Canadian  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  8  months  (July-February 
of  1957-58  are  tentatively  estimated  at  approximately  197  million  bushels, 
compared  with  208  million  for  the  same  period  in  1956-57.    This  is  a  decline 
of  5  percent.    The  reduction  is  due  mainly  to  smaller  exports  to  Western 
Europe,  where  a  record  crop  was  harvested  this  year. 

Official  export  figures  for  January  and  February  are  not  yet  available. 
The  estimated  July-February  total  is  based  on  official  figures  of  the  Dominion 
Bureau  of  Statistics  for  July-December  1957,  estimates  of  the  Board  of  Grain 
Commissioners  for  January  and  February  1958  wheat  exports,  preliminary  customs 
returns  for  January  flour  exports,  and  estimated  February  exports  of  flour. 

Following  are  preliminary  estimates  in  million  bushels  (grain  equivalent) 
of  wheat  and  flour  exported  to  specified  countries  during  July-January  com- 
pared with  exports  a  year  earlier,  shown  in  parenthesis:     United  Kingdom,  61. 5 
(65.2) ;  Japan  25.3  (21.8);  West  Germany,  19-7  (30.U);  Netherlands,  13.2  (8.9); 
Belgium-Luxembourg,  7-7  (9-5);  U.S.S.R.,  7-2  (^.l);  United  States,  6.5 
India,  k.9  ( insignificant) ;  Poland  k.O  (2.6);  Philippine  Republic,  3.2  (3-6); 
Switzerland,  1.8  (6.0);  Norway,  l.k  (3.*0,  and  Italy,  l.h  (2.8). 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    Canadian  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
July-Decemoer  1956  and  July-December  1957 


:  July-December  ly56        :        July-December  1957 

Destination  ♦  _   _  :   \ 

'.  Wheat  .    Flour  .    Total";    Wheat  .    Flour  .  Total 

•  ••••• 

Thousand  bushels,  grain  equivalent 
Western  Hemisphere:  :::::: 

United  States   :  3,279  :        735  :    U,0L>*  :    5,318  :        783  :  6,101 

Central  America  :  66  :        755  :        821  :        117  :       621  :  733 

British  West  Indies  ..:  10  :    2,539  :    2,5U9  :  9  :    2,1*17  :  2,1*26 

Cuba  :  1  :        193  :        191*  :  1  :        206  :  207 

Venezuela  :  1*3  :    1,813  :    1,856  :         60  :    1,328  :  1,388 

Ecuador  :  257  :        -      :        257  :        370  :        -      :  370 

Peru   :  2,135  :         12  :    2,11*7  :       75U  :         11*  :  768 

Others   :  -      :       858  :       858  :       -      :       799  :  799 

Total   :  5,791  :    6,yo5  :  12,696  :    6,629  :    6,168  :  12,797 


Europe:  :::::: 

Norway  :  3,368  :  -  :    3,363  :    1,1*35  :  -        :  1,1*35 

United  Kingdom  :  51,661*  :  6,275  :  57,939  :  1*6,20?  :  6,726  :  52,y28 

Ireland  :  1,717  :  -  :    1,717  :       785  :  1  :  736 

Netherlands   :  7,706  :  5  s     7,711  :  11,901*  :  1  :  11,905 

Belgium-Luxembourg  8,1*52  :  303  :    8,760  :    6,398  :  150  :  7,Oi*8 

France   :  1,1*71  :  -  :    1,1*71  :    1,325  :  -      :  1,325 

Germany,  West   25,760  :  1/  :  25,760  :  18,11*0  :  -      :  18,11*0 

Czechoslovakia  :  1*,371  :  -  :    U,371  :      -  : 

Switzerland  :  5,316  :  1/  :    5,316  :    1,359  :  1/      :  1,359 

Poland  :  2,599  :  -  :    2,599  :    3,979  :  -      :  3,979 

U.S.S.R  :  U,127  :  -  :    U,  127  :    5,913  :  -      :  5,913 

Italy  :  1,1*1*7  :  3  :    1,U50  :    1,376  :  -      :  1,376 

Others   ;  2,531  j  128  :    2,659  t    1,560  :  81  :  1,61*1 

Total  :120,529  :  6,719  :127,2l*8  :100,876  :  6,959  : 107,835 


Asia:  :::::: 

India  :  -      :  2  :  2  :  3,697  :  20  :  3,717 

Pakistan  :  1,008  :  1/      :  1,008  :  1,236  :  1/      :  1,236 

Philippine  Republic  ..:  -      :  3,01*9  :  3,01*9  :  -  :  37^26  :  3,126 

Japan    :  19,623  :  1*95  :  20,118  :  21,607  :  1*1*7  :  22,051* 

Others  :  835  :  1,01*9  :  1,881*  :  277  :  780  :  1,057 

Total   :  21,1*66  :  1*,595  :  26,061  :  26,817  :  1*,373  :  31,190 


Africa  :    1,187  :    1,026  :    2,213  :       315  :       607  :  922 

Oceania  :  :         35  :         35  :        -      t         28  :  28 

World  total  :ll*8,973  :  19,280  : 168, 253  :13U,637  :  18,135  : 152, 772 


1/    Less  than  500  bushels. 
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CEYLON'S  RICE 
IMPORTS  INCREASE 


Rice  imports  into  Ceylon  in  the  January-November  1957  period  amounted  to 
1  088  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  190  million  pounds  over  those  m  the  like 
period  of  the  preceding  year.    Sixty-one  percent  of  the  rice  was  imported  from 
Burma.    The  quantities  from  Mainland  China  and  Thailand  were  28  and  10  percent, 
respectively,  of  total  imports. 


RICE:    Ceylon,  imports,  quantity  and  value,  November  and 

January-November  1957 


Country  of  origin  j 

November  : 

January-November 

Quantity  : 

Value  '. 
(c.i.f.) ! 

Cost  : 
per  : 
unit  : 

Quantity  : 

Value  1 
(c.i.f.) J 

Cost 

per 

unit 

1,000  : 
pounds 

:  76,858 

!  75,500 

0 
0 

1,000  : 

;  dollars  - 

:  3,330 
:  3,169 
:  0 
:  0 

Dollars  : 
;     per  i 
!  100  lb. 

:  h.33 
:  1+.20 

:  0 
1  0 

,  1,000  ! 
:  pounds 

:  666,929 
:  309,502 
:  2,385 
:  109,121 

1,000  : 
dollars 

:  31,200 
:  13,95^ 
:  113 
:  5,628 

Dollars 
per 
:  100  lb. 

:  k.6Q 
1  ^.51 
:  ^.75 
:  5.16 

:  152,358 

\  6,k99 

:  ^.27 

•1,087,937 

:  50,895 

!  h.6Q 

Ceylon  Customs  Returns. 


PERUVIAN  SENATE  APPROVES  50  AND  100  PERCENT 
IMPORT  DUTY  INCREASES 

A  bill  increasing  by  50  and  100  percent  the  duty  on  all  items  in  Peru's 
import  tariff  except  basic  foodstuffs  and  certain  nonagricultural  products  was 
approved  by  the  Peruvian  Senate  on  February  18,  1958. 

The  bill  also  authorizes  the  Executive  to  double  the  specific  duty  rates 
on  items  subject  to  the  100  percent  surcharge  and  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  unnecessary  goods  when  economically  advisable.    The  prohibition  would  be  pro- 
vided for  by  supreme  decree  with  Cabinet  approval.    Press  reports  state  the  bill 
will  be  referred  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  sometime  in  March. 

Since  Peru  is  a  member  of  GATT  (General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade) 
it  is  assumed  that  higher  duties  on  GATT- scheduled  items  will  not  be  imposed 
against  the  contracting  parties  prior  to  consultation  and  possible  renegotia- 
tions of  these  rates. 
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SWITZERLAND  IMPORTS 
LESS  RICE 

Rice  imports  into  Switzerland  during  1957  were  1+8,735,000  pounds,  a  sharp 
decline  from  the  71,805,000  pounds  imported  the  year  before.    However,  imports 
were  about  average,  shipments  in  1956  having  been  considerably  above  those  in 
previous  years . 


Seventy-five  percent  of  imports  were  from  Italy,  the  principal  source, 
compared  with  85  percent  from  that  country  in  1956. 

Rice  imports  from  the  United  States  of  1+,  61+8, 000  pounds  were  5  percent 
over  those  in  195-6  •    Ninety-four  percent  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States 
were  classified  as  milled  rice,  and  the  remainder  was  semi-milled.    Rice  was 
imported  from  Hungary  for  the  first  time;  imports  consisted  of  1,1+75,000  pounds 
of  semi-milled  rice  and  99^,000  pounds  of  milled  rice. 

RICE:     Switzerland,  imports  by  country  of  origin,  averages 
19U6-55,  annual  195^-57 


Country  of  origin 


>         1  OCT  CC 
'  1951-55 

:  195^ 

:  1955 

:  1956 

;    1957  1/ 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

• 

1,000 
pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:       3,110  • 
2/  ■ 

\  IT 
951 

I  0 

:  2J 

\  86 
:  ^,752 

!  76 

!  812 

!  1,018 

:  371 

:     1^,295  ! 
:     11,91+8  ; 

18,85^ 
12,502  ■ 

\  19,^5 
12,11-38  - 

!  25,966 
6,363  - 

:    1+2,195  ' 
:    18,800  : 

\  29,129 
7,670 

:     26,2^3  : 

31,356  : 

31,883  - 

:  32,329 

60,995  : 

36,799 

:       1,273  : 

•  * 

565 

777 

708 

1,085 

838 

:  0 

:  1^,212 

:  I+79 
^,665 

'  9 
:  6,933 

:  2,20^ 
:  1,586 

:  1,672 
:  2,739 

:  261+ 
k,3Qk 

:  l+,212 

•  5,1^ 

:  6,9^2 

3,790 

:  l+,l+ll 

l+,6l+8 

:  3,102 
:  9,251 

1+51 
k3l 

:  k 
251 

11 
1,250 

i+98  : 
•  3,928 

1,905 
3,156 

•3/  12,353  ' 

882 

255 

l,26l 

1^26  : 

kj  5,061 

17,^68  : 
:     29,723  : 

19,821  : 
19,091+ 

19,^58  : 
20,399  : 

28,366  : 
li+,560  : 

l+l+,590  : 
27,215  : 

32,631+ 
16,101 

:      1+7,191  • 

38,915  : 

39,857  ' 

1+2,926  : 

71,805  : 

1+8,735 

Egypt  , 

Germany,  West, 
Italy : 

Semi -milled, 
Milled  , 


Thailand  

United  States : 
Semi -milled. . . 

Milled  

Total .... 
Other  countries: 
Semi-milled . . . 

Milled  

Total .... 


Total  all  rice 
Semi -milled. 

Milled  

Total. . 


1/  Preliminary.  2j  Less  than  500  pounds.  3/  Includes  5,790,000  pounds  from 
Brazil,    kj    Includes  2,1+19,000  pounds  from  Hungary. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  JANUARY 

United  States  cotton  exports  (all  types)  were  517*000  running  bales 
in  January  1958,  compared  with  609,000  running  bales  in  December  1957 } 
and  791*000  bales  in  January  1957*    Exports  during  August- January 
1957-58  were  2,81+9,000  running  bales,  compared  with  3,79^,000  bales 
during  August- January  1956-57 •    Comparable  figures  in  500-pound  gross 
weight  bales,  by  countries  of  destination,  will  be  published  in  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets  as  soon  as  they  are  available. 

Major  destinations  of  U.  S.  experts  during  August- January  1957-58, 
with  comparable  195^-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:     Japan  5^5,000 
running  bales  (712,000);  West  Germany  383,000  (500,000);  the  United 
Kingdom  367,000  (521,000);  and  Italy  277,000  (309,000). 

COLOMBIA  EXPECTS  TO  INCREASE  COTTON 
PRODUCTION  IN  CODAZZI  AREA 

The  area  of  Codazzi  in  the  Northern  Zone  of  Colombia  was  designated 
on  March  3,  1958,  by  the  Cotton  Development  Institute  of  Colombia,  as 
the  first  integrated  production  center.    This  action  is  expected  to  in- 
crease cotton  production  in  Codazzi  over  the  next  2  years. 

Codazzi1 s  soil  and  climate  are  said  to  be  ideal  for  cotton  growing. 
Average  yields  there  are  estimated  at  about  385  pounds  of  lint  cotton  per 
acre.    The  area  now  produces  about  20  percent  of  Colombia's  present  cotton 
crop,  the  other  80  percent  being  grown  in  the  Tolima  area  (Central  Zone). 

SUPPORT  PRICES  FOR  LINT  COTTON 
REVISED  UPWARD  IN  SOUTH  BRAZIL 

The  Government  of  Brazil,  by  decree  of  February  2k,  1958,  has  revised 
the  support  prices  for  lint  cotton  announced  on  November  21,  1957  (Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  December  16,  1957) • 

The  guaranteed  support  price  to  farmers  for  lint  cotton  from  the 
1957-58  crop,  basis  Type  5>  is  now  5^9*^5  cruzeiros  per  arroba  of  15 
kilograms,  or  38.59  cents  per  pound.    This  is  an  increase  of  6  percent 
from  the  price  of  516.03  cruzeiros  per  arroba,  or  36. 2^  cents  per  pound, 
previously  announced.    Prices  for  seed  cotton  are  unchanged  from  those 
announced  on  November  21,  1957* 

Actually,  the  new  decree  is  a  technical  correction  of  the  one  issued 
November  21  in  that  it  increases  the  margin  between  the  guaranteed  support 
price  for  seed  cotton  and  the  price  for  lint,  allowing  ginners  margin 
enough  for  operation  and  profit,  if  it  becomes  necessary    for  the  government 
to  purchase  the  cotton. 

The  new  decree  is  not  expected  to  affect  the  cotton  trade  or  the 
saleability  of  cotton  for  export. 
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CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
DOWN  IN  FEBRUARY 

Canada*s  cotton  consumption  of  26,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  during 
February  1958  was  7  percent  below  consumption  of  28,000  bales  in  January, 
and  2k  percent  less  than  consumption  of  3^,000  bales  in  February  1957* 
Consumption  during  August-February  1957-58  "was  205,000  bales,  11  percent 
below  the  230,000  bales  consumed  a  year  earlier. 

INDIA  ALLOWS  .  FURTHER  IMPORTS 
OF  EAST  AFRICAN  COTTON 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  February  28,  1958,  that  imports 
of  70,000  bales  (kOO  pounds  gross)  of  cotton  stapling  l-l/l6  inches  and 
above  would  be  permitted  from  East  Africa.    Import  licenses  will  be  issued 
to  mills  only,  on  the  basis  of  their  consumption  of  East  African  and  American 
cotton  during  the  last  3  seasons,  1954-55?  1955-56,  and  1956-57;  and  will  be 
valid  for  shipment  up  to  July  31>  1958.    Not  more  than  half  of  the  allocated 
quantity,  however,  will  be  allowed  to  enter  the  country  before  March  31  >  1958. 

East  African  varieties  qualifying  under  this  allocation  include  B.P.  52, 
West  Nile,  Masaka,  Kenya,  Bunyoro,  Teso,  Busoga,  Lango,  Budama,  Acholi,  and 
Bukhedi . 

U.S.  JULY -FEBRUARY  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
26  PERCENT  LOWER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

United  States  wheat  and  flour  exports  during  the  first  8  months  (July- 
February)  of  1957-58  are  estimated  at  257  million  bushels,  compared  with  3*+6 
millions  during  the  same  months  in  1956-57>  a  reduction  of  26  percent.  The 
reduction  is  due  mainly  to  smaller  exports  to  Western  Europe,  where  a  record 
crop  was  harvested  this  year.    Exports  to  India,  Poland  and  Brazil  show 
substantial  increases. 

Official  export  data  for  the  current  marketing  season  are  available 
only  for  July-January  ( see  table  on  page  28) .    The  estimated  July-February 
total  of  257  million  bushels  is  based  on  official  figures  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  for  July-January,  estimated  exports  for  relief  or  charity  through 
February,  wheat  inspections  for  export  in  February,  and  estimated  February 
flour  exports. 

Following  are  preliminary  estimates  in  millions  of  bushels  of  the 
quantities  taken  by  indicated  countries  during  the  first  8  months  of  the 
current  season,  compared  with  those  of  a  year  ago  shown  in  parentheses: 
India,  62.1  (2*7.1);  Japan,  30.6  (32.7);  Poland,  18.5  (0);  United  Kingdom, 
15.1  (28.1);  West  Germany,  13.6  (28.5);  Pakistan,  12.0  (l6.8);  Brazil, 
10.0  (4.6);  Israel,  6.3  (7.8);  Korea,  5.6  (7.9);  the  Philippine  Republic, 
k.9  (4.4);  Formosa,  4.7  (4.2);  Venezuela,  4.6  (4.4);  Peru,  3-4  (2.3); 
Yugoslovakia,  3.0  (H.3);  Belgium-Luxembourg,  1.5  (16.3);  "and  Switzerland, 
insignificant  (6.5) . 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR;  United  States  exports  by  countries  of  destination, 
WHEAT  AND     July_January  1956.57         July.january  1957-58 


Destination 


July-January  1956-57 
Wheat  .Flour  1/:  Total 


July-January  1957-58 
Wheat  .Flour  l/:  Total 


-  1000  bushels,  grain  equivalent) 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 

Central  America  :  806 

Cuba  •  '  2»°53 

British  West  Indies  . . . :  2 

Haiti   ! 

Colombia    ?)q 

Venezuela  ! 

Peru   : 

Bolivia   s  2.U2U 

Chile    U»°°3 

Brazil    U,556 

Others   

Total   


19,558 


Europe:  • 

Norway   

Denmark  «  2,688 

United  Kingdom  :  23,OU3 

Netherlands   •  1U,683 

Belgian-Luxembourg  .         Hi, 097 

France   :  26,269 

Germany,  West   :  26,072 

Austria   i  1.853 

Switzerland   :  5,368 

Finland    2,813 

Poland   ' 

Portugal  :  U,262 

Italy    3,92U 

Yugoslavia   *  8,973 

Greece   :  9,87U 

Others   :1186U 


Total  ilU6,93U 


2,252 
2,229 
2,161 
808 
39 
U,07U 
172 
772 
1U 
l 

1,697 


LU,219 


U82 
2U 
78U 
1,860 
15 
2 
83 
3 
6 


59 
250 
11 

19 
Ui 


3,639 


3,058 
U,282 
2,163 
808 
1,976 
U,223 
2,039 
3,196 
U,897 
U,557 
2,578 


33,777 


1,633 
2,712 
23,827 
16,5U3 
1U,H2 
26,271 
26,155 
1,856 
5,37b 
2,813 

U,321 
U,17U 
8,98U 
9,893 
1,905 


150,573 


1,957 

5,015 
990 
56,U36 
6,813 


Asia:                               :  <  A*ft 

Turkey   '•  5,63o 

Israel  :  5,881 

Saudi  Arabia    536 

India   21,013 

Pakistan    12,923 

Viet-Nam,  Laos  and  : 

Cambodia   : 

Indonesia   •  * 

Philippine  Republic  ...: 

Korea  :  5,683 

Formosa   *  3,328 

Japan  :  28,522 

Others   :  1,769 


Total   i  85,793 

Africa:  : 

Morocco   t 

Tunisia  :  2,530 

French  West  Africa  ....:  1,310 

Ghana   : 

Western  British  Africa  : 

Others   :  1,692 

Total 

Oceania 

Unspecified  2/   1,0U9 

World  total  ?/  :2~59,Ul!_. 

1/  Wholly  of  United  States  wheat.  2/  Includes  exports  for  relief  or  charity 
which  are  not  included  with  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  figures. 


756 
2,033 
1 

156 
3,059 

UUO 
2,386 

1,968 
8,571 
U76 


19,8U6 


1,192 

12,  mo 

2,098 
1,515 

12,992 
755 
U37 
681 
18,U79 
288 
7U2 

2,211 
560 

2,018 


56,378 


2,783 
2,7U1 
2,076 
1,009 
399 
U,H5 
216 
318 
73 
1,U06 
l,U75 


16,611 


56U 
9 

558 
2,228 
11 
6 
32 


U7 

3U6 
26 
3 

356 


U,186 


3,539 
U,77U 
2,077 
1,165 
3,U58 
U,555 
2,602 
318 
2,0U1 
9,977 
1,951 


36,U57 


56U 
1,201 
12,968 
U,326 
1,526 
6 

13,02U 

755 
U37 
681 
18,U79 
335 
1,088 
2,237 
563 
2,37& 


60,56U 


March  2k,  1958 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


29 


AUSTRIA  EXPORTS  MORE  LIVESTOCK 

Austrian  livestock  exports  rose  sharply  during  1957  over  1956.  Cattle 
and  horses  accounted  for  most  of  this  increase.    Sheep  exports  remained 
constant,  and  hog  exports  dropped  to  a  few  head.    Austria  is  becoming  im- 
portant in  European  livestock  trade.    Cattle  exports  have  risen  6^,700  head 
over  the  reconstruction  period  following  World  War  II,  and  horse  exports 
7,200  head. 

Italy  imported  86  percent  of  Austria1 s  cattle  exports  during  1957  and 
82  percent  of  the  horse  exports.    Work  stock  exports  are  of  increasing 
importance.    During  1957  Austria  exported  2,388  head  of  draft  or  riding 
horses  and  12,1^+2  draft  cattle.    Italy  is  the  largest  importer  of  work  stock. 

NEW  ZEALAND  REVERSES  WHEAT  POLICY 

New  Zealand  is  for  the  first  time  in  years  encouraging  domestic  produc- 
tion of  wheat  in  an  effort  to  reduce  wheat  imports  and  thereby  conserve 
foreign  exchange  reserves. 

Guaranteed  producer  prices  of  wheat  for  the  1958-59  season  have  been 
increased  from  1957-58  levels  by  2s.  (28  cents)  per  bushel  for  the  South 
Island  and  6d.  (10  cents)  for  the  North  Island.    These  increases  raise 
South  Island  prices  from  lis.  6d.  ($1.6^)  to  13s.  6d.  ( $1 . 92),  and  North 
Island  prices  from  Iks.  Jd.  ($1.97)  to  lis.  6jd.  ($2.07)  per  bushel. 

New  Zealand  thus  reverses  its  policy  of  recent  years  to  hold  guaranteed 
producer  prices  of  wheat  virtually  stable  in  order  to  discourage  increases 
in  domestic  production.    The  official  attitude  has  been  that  relatively  low 
prices  of  imported  wheat  would  make  it  more  economical  for  New  Zealand  to 
increase  wheat  imports  and  concentrate  on  expanding  domestic  production  of 
sheep,  wool,  and  butter.    From  19^2  to  19^-7 >  prices  of  fat  lambs  and  wool  are 
reported  to  have  increased  170  percent  and  330  percent,  respectively,  while 
wheat  prices  rose  only  100  percent. 

In  consequence,  New  Zealand's  wheat  area  and  production  have  been  de- 
clining.   The  1955-56  crop  of  2,651,000  bushels  was  the  smallest  since  the 
early  days  of  wheat  growing  in  that  country.    The  1956-57  area  of  62,000 
harvested  acres  was  the  smallest  in  recent  years,  although  the  estimated 
crop  of  2,700,000  bushels  was  a  little  larger  than  that  of  1955-56.  Acreage 
for  1957-58  is  now  expected  to  be  up  10  to  15  percent,  and  the  yield  about 
5  percent  over  1956-57 •    In  "the  latter  year  it  was  necessary  for  New  Zealand 
to  import  10,816,000  bushels. 

New  Zealand  farmers  are  required  to  sell  their  wheat,  at  government- 
fixed  prices,  to  the  Wheat  Committee,  a  quasi-governmental  organization. 
The  Wheat  Committee  also  imports  and  exports  all  wheat — though  exports 
are  negligible — and  controls  domestic  distribution  of  all  wheat  whether 
domestic  or  imported.    The  retail  price  of  bread  is  fixed  by  the  govern- 
ment.   To  maintain  that  price,  the  Wheat  Committee  sells  wheat    to  millers 
at  subsidized  prices,  buys  the  flour  from  the  millers  and  sells  it  to  bakers 
at  subsidized  prices. 
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U.  S.  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED  EXPORTS 
CONTINUE  AT  HIGH  LEVELS 

The  United  States  exported  7-^  million  pounds  of  grass  and  legume  seeds 
in  January  1957 ,  slightly  less  than  in  the  same  month  last  year.    About  kk 
percent  of  shipments  for  the  7-month  period  (July  1- January  31)  of  the  cur- 
rent crop  year  has  been  alfalfa  seed.    Fescue,  orchard  grass ,  timothy,  and 
"other"  grasses  show  marked  increases  over  last  year. 


GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS;    U.  S.  exports,  January  1958,  with  comparisons 


January 

[July  1  to  January  31 

Kind  of  seed 

°  1Q57 

1Q58 

"   1QS6-57  ' 

:    1,000  : 

1,000 

:  : 
:    1,000  : 

1,000 

:    pounds  \ 

pounds 

:    pounds  : 

pounds 

Alfalfa     c  pt  "hi  fipd.  .......  ....... 

1  i.  _L  J.  CX_J_  J.  CX  ,       w  ' — •  x    U  J — L  _L  ^  U.  .......  ....... 

9  1 

•                        ma  «.  era  <■ 
©    9    9    9    »    C     0  4 

3,077 

Alfalfa,  uncertified.  . ,  „ 

•    9    9    9    9    9  9 

783 

U,Ul2  : 

:  11,751 

•  13,060 

 :       lk2  • 

129 

:       573  : 

336 

XjciCLilTO  9e9»9oeo»99e9«90»«»9*«9oeo 

269 

Clovers ,  other ... .............. . 

Y/.Y'.'t       873  I 

2^8 

;  ^,856 

2,695 

I1*t^2?  SIS  S   •  ••9999e90Qe»99999«499e 

2^5 

F  S  S  C  U.G  OO99999999O999O999C9990099 

 1       Ihk  i 

71+5 

:  2,277 

2fkk2 

 :       U87  : 

ho 

:  769 

616 

Orchard  grass ................... 

 :          0  • 

:  12 

:  7 

132 

RGO-iliOp  e99990e«9999999999999999«« 

 :        80  : 

60 

:  ^52 

:  375 

TimO'thy  e9999O9O9999aO099Q9S09«O9 

 :         krj  • 

:  112 

:  1,030 

:  1,603 

G'X'S.SSSS  y       0*t>ln6ir  »96««99««e#6999999 

G>    9    •    0    •    •     9  ^-,?39^ 

1,710 

:  8,079 

i  8,^61 

9 

...... i  7,583 

i  7,^30 

:  29,79^ 

:  29,720 

l/  Prior  to  January  1,  1958,  certified  and  uncertified  alfalfa  combined; Ladino 
previously  included  in  "Other"  clovers;  bent  grass  previously  in  "Other 


grasses. 

U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL  DOWN  IN  1957; 
COCONUT  OIL  EXPORTS  UP  SLIGHTLY 

The  United  States  imported  333,960  short  tons  of  copra  in  1957,  3  percent 
less  than  in  1956.    Coconut  oil  imports  of  91,209  tons  were  6  percent  less  than 
in  1956.    On  a  combined  oil  equivalent  basis,  imports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil 
totaled  29^,2^0  tons,  down  h  percent  from  total    1956  imports.    Nearly  all  the 
copra  and  coconut  oil  came  from  the  Philippines. 

U.  S.  exports  of  coconut  oil  in  1957  were  slightly  larger  than  in  the 
previous  year.    About  one-half  of  the  2,17^-  tons  of  crude  oil  went  to  Cuba  and 
about  one-half  of  the  2,9^5  tons  of  refined  oil  went  to  the  Netherlands. 
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Table  1.—  COPRA  AND  COCONUT  OIL:    U.  S.  Imports  by  country  of  origin, 
averages  1935-39  and.  1950-54,  annual  1956-1957 


Country  of  origin 


Average 


:1935-39:1950-5^: 


:1956  l/:195T  1/ 


Average 


1935-39:1950-54: 


:1956  l/:1957  1/ 


Copra 


Coconut  oil 


:  Short 
:  tons 

Canada  :  24l 

Ceylon  :  1 

Indonesia  :    3, 163 

Philippines,  Repub-  : 

lie  of  : 217, 619 

Trust  Territory  of  : 

the  Pacific  Islands.:   

Western  Pacific  : 

Islands  :  7,468 

Others  :  1,352 


Total  :  229, 844 


Short 
tons 


380,026 

42 

647 
14 


380,729 


Short 
tons 


333,960 


333,960 


Short 
tons 


560 
321,715 


Short 
tons 


171,347 


322,275 


171,358 


Short 
tons 

4 

183 


63, 104 


1,383 


64,674 


Short 
tons 


97,071 


17 


97,090 


Short 
tons 


91,158 


51 


91,209 


l/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 


Table  2. --COCONUT  OIL,  CRUDE  AND  REFINED:    U.  S.  exports  by  country  of  destination 
averages  1935-39  and  1950-54,  annual  1956-1957 


Country  of 
destination 


Average        :  .:  Average        :  .:  . 

j—-—^*  1/1957  1/ 8Wg.»lWB.5»8**  2/.W7  1/ 


Crude 


Refined 


Short  : 

Short  : 

Short  : 

Short  : 

Short  : 

Short  : 

Short  ! 

Short 

:  tons 

:  tons 

.  tons 

tons 

:  tons 

:  tons 

;  tons 

,  tons 

Canada  

•  3,080 

:  1,939 

:  303 

67 

:  159 

:  '  ~657 

:  221 

:  133 

Cuba  

:  945 

:  2,932 

1,718  : 

1,068 

:  667 

:  154 

:  164 

:  139 

Guatemala  

:  64 

:  258 

84 

10 

:  19 

:  38 

:  1 

:  1 

Mexico  

:  358 

:  337 

:  37 

:  3 

Costa  Rica  

t  86 

:  37 

!  "58 

:  15 

:  26 

:  4 

i  39 

!  88 

Nicaragua  

!  47 

:  74 

:  95 

30 

:  1 

18 

:  2 

:  4 

Panama  

:  60 

:  30 

:  31 

:  14 

:  27 

1 

:  2 

:  21 

Colombia  

:  7 

:  1,891 

:  514 

,  438 

:  7 

:  345 

:        6  : 

3^ 

Ecuador  

:  6 

:  384 

:  1,230 

523 

:  6 

:  93 

:  164 

498 

Venezuela  

:  684 

:  924 

:  21 

:  33 

Others  

:  568 

:  1,150 

1  150 

:  9 

:  945 

:  672 

109 

2/1,663 

Total  

:  5,221 

:  9,7l6 

:  4,183 

:  2,174 

:  1,894 

:  3/2, 911 

729 

4/2,945 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Includes  1,479  tons  exported  to  the  Netherlands.     3/  Includes 
average  of  2  tons  whose  destination  is  not  indicated.    4/  Includes  25  tons  whose  des- 
tination is  not  indicated. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce 


32 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  76,  No.  12 


BELGIUM  JOINS  RANKS  OF 
WHEAT  EXPORTERS 

Because  of  its  greater  wheat  production  in  recent  years,  Belgium  is 
now  encouraging  wheat  exports  probably  for  the  first  time.    Domestic  pro- 
duction rose  from  20,590,000  bushels  in  1953-5^  to  a  record  27,590,000 
bushels  in  1957-58;  an  increase  of  3^  percent.    The  outlook  is  for  an  even 
larger  crop  in  1958-59'    The  increase  has  caused  wheat  imports  to  decline 
from  25,725,000  bushels  in  1952-53  to  17,571,000  bushels  in  1956-57. 

Due  to  the  increase  in  domestic  wheat  supplies,  the  proportion  of 
domestic  production  which  the  government  has  required  millers  and  other 
processors  to  convert  for  food  has  increased  from  56 A  percent  in  1951-52 
to  83.O  percent  in  1956-57 •    Last  August  the  government  went  further  and 
required  millers  to  take  for  milling  purposes  the  entire  1957-58  commercial 
wheat  crop  at  or  near  the  producer  "directional"  prices,  which  have  been 
fixed  at  an  average  of  ^70  Belgian  francs  per  100  kg.  ($2.56  per  bushel)  for 
the  current  season. 

The  government  controls  the  percentage  of  domestic  production  used  by 
millers  by  prescribing  the  percentages  of  domestic  and  imported  wheat  which 
millers  must  incorporate  in  their  grist.    At  the  beginning  of  the  current 
season  the  proportion  prescribed  for  domestic  wheat  was  60  percent,  but  by 
February  it  had  been  increased  to  75  percent.    The  enforcement  of  this 
percentage  also  operates  to  maintain  the  producer  price  of  wheat  at  or  near 
the  "directional"  price,  which  is  not  a  rigidly  guaranteed  price. 

Millers  have  been  protesting  against  the  high  percentage  of  domestic 
wheat  they  have  been  required  to  use.  They  claim  that  even  50  percent  of 
the  soft  Belgian  wheat  makes  undesirable  flour  and  thus  reduces  bread  con- 
sumption. In  their  opinion,  if  they  could  use  a  higher  percentage  of  im- 
ported hard  (high  protein)  wheat  than  has  been  permitted  in  recent  years, 
they  would  produce  more  and  better  bread. 

In  order  to  uphold  its  ruling  that  the  entire  1957-58  commercial  crop 
be  purchased  from  the  farmers  at  -or  near  the  "directional"  price  and  yet 
satisfy  the  millers,  the  government  is  now  permitting  exports  of  domestic 
wheat  against  imports  of  hard  wheat.    A  miller  may  replace  domestic  wheat 
with  imported  wheat  up  to  25  percent  of  the  total  quantity  of  wheat  he  mills, 
if  proof  is  submitted  to  the  Office  Commercial  du  Ravitaillement  that  an 
equivalent  quantity  of  domestic  wheat  has  been  exported. 

A  miller  may  export  domestic  wheat  himself  or  through  traders,  or  he 
can,  through  0CRA,  obtain  rights  of  replacement  or  substitution  of  specific 
quantities  from  independent  wheat  exporters.    The  present  required  rate  of 
use  of  domestic  wheat  in  milling  is  75  percent.    Hence,  if  a  miller  substi- 
tutes the  prescribed  maximum  of  25  percent,  he  will  still  have  50  percent 
domestic  wheat  in  his  blend. 
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Millers  receive  a  subsidy  which  in  effect  enables  them  to  obtain  do- 
mestic wheat  which  is  to  be  replaced  with  foreign,  not  for  ^-70  Belgian 
francs  per  100  kg.,  but  for  the  export  price.    This  price  now  is  about  280 
francs  per  100  kg.  ($1.53  per  bushel),  f.o.b.  Antwerp.    The  cost  of  the 
desired  foreign  wheat  now  is  around  313  francs  per  100  kg.  ($1.73  per 
bushel)  c.i.f.  Antwerp.    Millers  expect,  however,  that  the  higher  cost  of 
the  foreign  wheat  will  be  more  than  offset  by  the  higher  prices  they  will 
get  from  bakers  for  the  better-grade  flour  produced.    Bakers  are  willing 
to  pay  a  higher  price  for  flour  that  will  give  them  more  loaves  of  better 
bread. 

AUSTRALIA'S  1957-58  AGRICULTURAL 
EXP0ET  RECEIPTS  DECLINE 

Australia's  1957-58  export  receipts  probably  will  not  exceed  $1.8 
billion,  compared  with  $2.2  billion  for  the  previous  year. 

A  considerable  drop  in  Australia's  foreign  exchange  holdings  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1958  is  being  forecast,  in  contrast  to  the  boom 
year  of  1956-57*     Contributory  factors  include  lower  world  wool  prices; 
drought  and  resultant  smaller  agricultural  exports,  particularly  wheat;  quota 
restrictions  on  meat  shipments  set  forth  under  the  United  Kingdom-Australian 
Meat  Agreement,  and  New  Zealand's  adoption  of  overall  import  licensing. 

Indications  are  that  the  greatest  drop  in  agricultural  exports  will  be 
in  the  January-June  1958  period.    Wool  exports  for  the  last  half  of  1957 
were  slightly  larger  than  for  the  same  period  of  1956  but  shipments  from 
January  through  June  1958  are  forecast  about  100  million  pounds  below  a 
year  earlier.    Total  1957-58  wool  exports,  therefore,  are  estimated  at  about 
78  million  pounds  below  the  1.3  billion  of  1956-57*    Overall  wool  prices  for 
1957-58  are  expected  to  average  about  1^  percent  below  last  year,  so  export 
receipts  from  wool  alone  will  be  down  about  $l8o  million. 

The  estimated  surplus  of  wheat  and  flour  for  export  in  terms  of  wheat 
will  be  about  70  million  bushels,  compared  with  126  million  bushels  for 
1956-57*    In  the  last  6  months  of  1957;  shipments  of  wheat  to  Japan  totaled 
k.2  million  bushels  or  over  25  percent  more  than  during  the  comparable 
period  of  1956.    Exports  of  wheat  and  flour  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
last  half  of  1957  were  approximately  50  percent  less  than  for  the  last  6 
months  of  1956. 

Flour  shipments  in  the  first  6  months  of  this  fiscal  year  held  up  well, 
particularly  to  Malaya,  Indonesia,  Singapore,  and  the  Philippines.  The 
trend  of  wheat  and  flour  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Japan  is  particu- 
larly significant  in  that  quotas  for  Australian  wheat  are  provided  in  formal 
trade  arrangements  with  these  countries.    Although  the  1957-58  barley  crop 
was  over  ko  percent  less  than  the  previous  year  and  the  lowest  production 
recorded  since  1951-52,  export  licenses  for  barley  were  granted  quite  freely, 
and  exports  to  Japan  well  maintained  during  the  latter  half  of  1957* 
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COPRA:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
February  and  January-February  for  years  1957  and  1958 
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1957  y 


Country 


1958  1/ 


February 

January-  : 
February  : 

January- 
February 

Long  tons  : 

Long  tons  : 

Long  tons  : 

Long  tons 

23,191  : 

(18,657): 
1,000  : 

54,332  : 
(  4,534): 
(49,798): 
3,950  : 

12,954  : 
(      — ): 
(12,954): 

28,609 
(      — ) 
(28,609) 
1,800 

24,191  : 

58,282  : 

12,954  : 

30,409 

3,000  : 
7,200  : 

9,000 
7,200 

8,069  : 

9,569 
1,500 

10,200 

16,200 

8,069 

11,069 

1,000 
3,475 

5,000 
2,000 
30,447 

1,000 

o,375 

:  11,000 
:  10,687 
:  52,948 
:  3,600 

:  1, 
:  2,560 
:  6,000 
:  400 
:  15,700 

:  2,560 
:  14,465 
:  1,400 
:  m,oyi 
:  500 

3,000 

3,300 

:       12, 527 

:  500 

:  16,777 

44,922 

:  88,910 

:  38,687 

:  84,695 

:  1,500 

:  2,200 

79,313 

:      163, 392 

:  61,210 

:      128, 373 

North  America: 
United  States.... 
Atlantic  Coast. 
Pacific  Coast. . 

Canada  

Total  


South  America: 
Colombia. . . . 
Venezuela. . . 


Total. 


Europe: 

Belgium  

Denmark  

France  

West  Germany  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Spain  

Sweden  

Optional  discharge  2/. 

Total  


Asia: 

Lebanon. . . 

Grand  total. 


1/  Preliminary.  2/  West  Germany, 
Source:    Philippine  trade  sources 


Netherlands  or  Belgium. 


COCONUT  OIL:    Philippine  Republic,  exports  by  country  of  destination, 
February  and  January- February  for  years  1957  and  1958 


Country 


19571/ 


February 


North  America: 
United  States. . . . 
Atlantic  Coast. 
Pacific  Coast.. 
Cuba  

Total  

Europe: 

West  Germany. . . . . 
Netherlands  

Total  , 

Grand  total  , 


Long  tons 

5,481 
(5,130) 
(  351) 
345 


5,826 


410 
472 


882 


6,708 


January- 
February 


Long  tons 

12,403 
(12,052) 
(  351) 
345 


12, 748 


1,427 
2,646 


4,073 


16,821 


1956  1/ 


February 


Long  tons 

5,237 
(5,237) 


5,237 


5,237 


January- 
February 


Long  tons 

12,842 
(12,842) 
(      — ) 


12,842 


12,842 


l/  Preliminary. 

Source:    Philippine  trade  sources. 
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PHILIPPINE  COPRA  EXPORTS  IN  FEBRUARY 
DOWN  THIRD  SUCCESSIVE  MONTH 

Philippine  copra  exports  in  February  declined  for  the  third  successive 
month  to  6l,210  long  tons,  the  smallest  monthly  tonnage  since  December  1956. 
Coconut  oil  exports  declined  for  the  fourth  successive  month  to  5*237  tons. 
On  an  oil  equivalent  basis ,  February  exports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  at 
^-3>799  tons  were  about  one -eighth  less  than  January  exports,  while  the  cumu- 
lative January -February  total--93>717  tons — was  one-fifth  less  than  in  the 
first  2  months  of  1957*     (See  table  opposite.) 

The  Philippine  export  price  in  mid-March  was  $177  Pe^  short  ton  c.i.f . 
Pacific  coast  (mid -February — $179>  mid-January — $176).    Local  buying  prices 
were  reported  at  30  to  36  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($152. hi  to  $182.89  per 
long  ton)  resecada  Manila  and  producing  areas. 

FURTHER  INCREASE  IN  YUGOSLAV 
DRIED  PRUNE  CROP 

The  1957  Yugoslav  dried  prune  crop  is  now  estimated  at  20,000  short 

tons . 

Exports  for  the  1957-58  season  are  forecast  at  16,500  tons  of  which 
approximately  15,000  tons  had  been  exported  by  the  end  of  February.     Of  the 
1957-58  exports,  it  is  expected  that  9,000  tons  will  move  to  the  Soviet 
Union,  1,600  tons  to  France,  and  smaller  quantities  to  Czechoslovakia,  Poland 
East  Germany,  Austria,  Italy,  and  other  countries. 

The  price  to  the  Soviet  Union  is  $277  and  to  other  countries  $318  per 
short  ton,  f .o.b.  Yugoslav  border  for  size  70/80. 

#     *  -9f 

PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  (single  copies)  free  upon  request  to 
persons  in  the  U.  S.  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C.  Room  5922.  Phone: 
REpublic  7-Ul^2,  Ext.  2kk5. 

1957-58  Mediterranean  Citrus  Production  Up;    U.S.  Fresh  Fruit  and  Products 
Exports  Reported.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FCF  1-58 

Thailand's  Fats  and  Oils  Economy  Likely  To  Expand.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FFO  3-58. 

Second  Survey  Confirms  Smaller  World  Barley  and  Oats  Crop.    Foreign  Agri- 
culture  FG  1-58. 

World  Trend  Toward  Sugar  Mill  and  Refinery  Expansion  Continuing.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FS  1-58. 
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France's  Livestock  and.  Meat  Industry.  FAS-M-30. 
Price  Support  in  the  United  Kingdom.  FAS-M-33* 

Pattern  of  World.  Trade  in  Dry  and  Canned  Milk,  1935  and  1956,  With  Indi- 
cations for  1957»    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular  FD  1-5&. 

Changes  in  U.  S . -Philippine  Trade  Patterns  Forecast.    Foreign  Agriculture 
Circular  FATP  9-58. 

1957  World  Apple  and  Pear  Production  Down.    Foreign  Agriculture  Circular 
FDAP  l-5«. 

Exports  of  Fats  and  Oils  Under  Title  I  of  Public  Law  hQO.  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  FFO  h-^Q. 

Trade  Agreements  and  Tobacco.    Summary  of  remarks  by  Raymond.  A.  I ones, 
Deputy  Administrator,  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  at  meeting  of 
Tobacco  Associates,  Raleigh,  North  Caroline,  March  k. 

The  Agricultural  Import  Trade  of  the  Common  Market  Countries.    FAS -M- 32. 

The  Agricultural  Situation  in  Eastern  Europe.     I;    East  Germany.    FAS -M- 31. 
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